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Seeking Award Nominations!
ASCE North Jersey Branch Awards Dinner will take place in 
September -- nominations are due August 1st. See nomination 
form on page 3.

2015 - 2016 Branch Board

In this issue:  President’s Message | Call for Award Nominations 
Election Results | Upcoming Geotech Event | YMG Roundup

Expanded Softball Tournament will Support 
Scholarship Fund

ASCE North Jersey Branch invites 
you to participate in the 23rd Annual 
Softball Tournament on August 20, 
2016, at Brookdale Park in Montclair, 
NJ.

This year’s tournament will take place 
in August rather than September, 
which will allow us to expand the 
event and accept more teams, and ultimately, raise more funds to 
support student Scholarships!

Team space, while expanded, is still 
limited, so be sure to sign up before July 
1st! The entry fee for a team is $500. 
Rain date is August 27. To sign up, please 
contact Tournament Coordinator Chris 
Baldwin (cbaldwin@dewberry.com).  See 
complete details about the Tournament 
on page 6.

Welcome New Branch Board Members!
Thanks to everyone who voted on the slate of officers for North 
Jersey Branch Board. ASCE North Jersey Branch is pleased to 
announce the results of the election are as follows:

President: .............. Dhiren Patel, Parsons
President-Elect: ..... Edgardo Perez, WSP|Parsons Brinckerhoff
Vice President: ...... Anne Marie Singara, Dewberry
Treasurer: .............. Laura Hazen, HNTB
Secretary: ............... Gabrielle Czernik, Dewberry
Director: ................. Luis Barragan, Gannett Fleming
Director: ................. Kevin Doyle, Stantec
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A Message from the President

Michael P. Sears, PE
mpsears@hntb.com
(212) 915-9537
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Fellow North Jersey Branch Members, 

As our 2015 – 2016 seminar season draws to a close, I want to thank all of our 
members and sponsors for their support for what has turned out to be a successful 
and exciting year for the North Jersey Branch. We began with our annual ASCE-
NJB Softball Tournament with ten teams from civil engineering firms in North 
Jersey and New York City gathered at Brookdale Park in Montclair, NJ. Due to a 
limited number of available fields in September, we had to turn away a few teams. 
However, I’m happy to announce that the next tournament will be held earlier 
than usual (August 20), when an additional field will be available for use. So we are 
hoping to host at least 12 teams, and see a big jump in the funds raised for our 
high school and college scholarships. Please register early with our Tournament 
Director, Chris Baldwin!

After celebrating North Jersey with our annual awards ceremony, we held several 
successful educational seminars, with the latest including a Structural Engineering 
Institute (SEI) half-day event, which provided tips on the design of concrete and 
steel structures. This was followed by a presentation/tour of the Bayonne Bridge 
project hosted by our Construction Technical Group (CTG). I want to extend a huge 
thanks to Rima Taher and Satish Patel from SEI, as well as Chris Hanna, the CTG 
chair, for all their efforts in bringing these events to our members.

While this is our last newsletter of the year, there is still one more exciting seminar 
to go! On Thursday, June 2, Alex Posner from the NYC Department of Design and 
Construction will be joining us at the Crowne Plaza in Fairfield, where he will present 
“Applications of Heat Pump Technology for Heating and Cooling Buildings.” This 
event, which will qualify for 1 PDH, will be presented by our Geotechnical Technical 
Group (GTG), which is led by Brian Felber. Thanks very much to Brian and the rest 
of the GTG for bringing this opportunity to our members. It’ll be a great way to 
conclude the year.

As this will be my last address as your Branch President, I want to thank the Branch 
and its members for what has been a very rewarding and exciting opportunity. 
The benefits of volunteering with this great organization have far outweighed 
the time and effort required of me, and I hope many of you will consider serving 
as a board member or technical group leader in the future. In particular, we are 
looking for a new SEI chairperson. Please contact me at the below email address 
if you are interested.

The newly-elected Executive Board, led by Dhiren Patel as your new President, 
will be sworn in during our 2016 awards ceremony (tentatively scheduled for 
September 15). I’ll look forward to passing the gavel to Dhiren and welcoming our 
upcoming board members, including our new Secretary, Gabrielle Czernik, and 
our new Vice President, Anne Marie Sinagra. I also want to extend a very special 
thanks to our outgoing board member, Heather German, who, as secretary did a 
great job assisting with the launch of our branch website and keeping that website 
up-to-date, and Scott Lubarsky, who will be ending a long run as a Branch Director, 
but will continue to serve on our scholarship committee. 

Have a great summer and hope to see you all in 
September!

The ASCE New Jersey 
Section is hard at 
work on New Jersey’s 
Infrastructure Report 
Card. Most of our 
category grades and 
reports have been 
reviewed on the 
National level and are 
currently being finalized. 
The Section has begun 
the process of compiling 
all the data, reports, and 
grade evaluations into 
a single Report Card 
document. A summary 
pamphlet will also 
be produced. We are 
currently targeting a 
release date in mid-June. 
Details of the release 
event will be shared with 
the North Jersey Branch 
members as soon as 
they are confirmed.

State Report Card 
to be released in 
June!
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ASCE North Jersey Branch  - 2016 Civil Engineering Awards 

Description Criteria 
Civil Engineer of the Year 
Presented to an individual who has contributed 
substantially to the advancement of the civil engineering 
profession. 

1. ASCE membership grade of member, fellow, honorary or life 
member. 

2. Member in good standing with the New Jersey Section and North 
Jersey Branch. 

Young Civil Engineer of the Year 
Presented to a young civil engineer who has significantly 
contributed to the civil engineering profession. 

1. ASCE membership must be at least associate member. 
2. Must be 35 years of age or younger as of August 1, 2016. 
3. Must be in good standing with New Jersey Section & North Jersey 

Branch. 
Service to the People Award 
Presented to an elected or appointed government official 
who has contributed substantially to the statues of the civil 
engineering profession by meritorious public service. 

1. Must hold office in a jurisdiction that corresponds to an area within 
the boundaries of the North Jersey Branch. 

Educator of the Year Award 
Presented to an outstanding educator who has contributed 
substantially to civil engineering through knowledge and 
guidance. 

1. Must be affiliated with an educational institution located in the 
State of New Jersey. 

2. Institution must support a civil engineering (or civil engineering 
technology) curriculum 

Government Civil Engineer of the Year Award 
Presented to an individual who has contributed 
substantially to the advancement of the civil engineering 
profession in the government sector. 

1. ASCE membership grade of member, fellow, honorary or life 
member. 

2. Member in good standing with the New Jersey Section and North 
Jersey Branch. 

Excellence in Journalism Award 
Presented in the name of a journalist or publication that 
has reported the accomplishments of those persons or in 
civil engineering. 

1. Journalist or publication is located within OR covers relevant 
topics within the boundaries of the North Jersey Branch. 

2. Advanced public knowledge and understanding of civil engineers. 
3. Describes the relevant project or issue and the civil engineer’s role 

in the project. 

Nomination Form 
 

Nomination By: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number & Email: ____________________________________________________________ 

Name of Nominee: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: ________________________________________________________________ 

Job Title: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Employer/ School: _________________________________________________________________ 

Member of ASCE:  yes _____   no ______; If yes, Membership Grade ________________________  

Award(s) Nominated For (list all that apply): ____________________________________________ 

 
Please list academic degrees, involvement in other profession societies, civil or charitable activities, other awards or honors:  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________     
 
Achievement:  Please support the candidate’s nomination with a brief statement of 200 words or less, on a separate sheet. 
 
Excellence in Journalism Award: Include a copy (original or photocopy) of the article as it appeared in the publication, which should 
include the publication’s masthead and date of publication, article title, publication date, publication name, publication phone and fax, 
and the journalist’s editor and publisher, and a description of how the entry meets the criteria. 
 
Please e-mail this completed form and attachments to Dhiren K. Patel at dhiren.patel@parsons.com 
by August 1, 2016.  Additional forms are also available on-line at ascenorthjerseybranch.org. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS!



Technical Group Leaders 
Construction Technical Group
Chris Hanna (973) 462-7048
jerseyengineer@gmail.com

Structural Engineering Institute 
Satish Patel (732) 452-9200
satish.patel@jacobs.com

Geotechnical Technical Group
Brian Felber (973)-434-3167
bfelber@hntb.com

Transportation Technical Group
Tony Fulco (973)-780-9253
afulco@dewberry.com

Professional Issues Technical Group
Ron Gumann rgumann@panynj.gov
Tony Pecci (973) 780-9322
apecci@dewberry.com

Water & Environmental Technical Group
Steve Flormann (973) 849-0445
sflormann@hntb.com

Coasts, Oceans, Ports, and Rivers Institute
Murat Utku (212) 377-8632
Murat.Utku@aecom.com
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Geotech Dinner & Presentation
June 2, 2016
Applications of Geothermal Heat Pump Technology for 
Heating and Cooling Buildings
Crowne Plaza - Fairfield, NJ
Presented by Alex Posner, PG, NYC Department of Design and 
Construction (DDC); Project Direcotr Office of Sustainable Design

As renewable energy takes on a more important role in today’s 
society, geothermal energy is being used to heat and cool more 
and more buildings. This presentation will explain geothermal 
usage throughout the world from a historical perspective and 
explore the differences between geothermal heating and 
cooling methods and traditional methods.  Additionally, the 
basic principles and mechanics of geothermal heat pumps will 
be addressed along with types of systems available, methods 
to determine applicability for use and costs associated with 
these systems. The applicability of geothermal heat pumps 
will be detailed through the use and presentation of NYC DDC 
Case Studies. Finally, recent NYC geothermal legislation and 
continuing work with the USGS will also be discussed. Click 
below to register or paste this link into your browser: https://
njbgeothermal.eventbrite.com.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW

This program is approved for 1 PDH.

Educational Opportunities & Technical Dinners
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Lamis Malak Named New Jersey 
Section Government Engineer of the 
Year
On May 6, 2016, Lamis Malak, PE was recognized for 
her achievements as a civil engineer. During her career 
at the New Jersey Turnpike Authority, she managed 
numerous capital improvements including New Jersey 
Turnpike Interchange 12 Final Improvements, Garden 
State Parkway Interchange 135 Improvements, New Jersey 
Turnpike Interchange 17 Implementation of One-Way 
Tolls, and Garden State Parkway Interchanges 41 and 44 
Improvements. 

A Director on the New Jersey Section of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers board, Lamis is also a past 
president of the ASCE North Jersey Branch and a member 
of the North/Central New Jersey Section of the American 
Society of Highway Engineers.

Lamis T. Malak, PE, M.ASCE
New Jersey Turnpike Authority

The North Jersey Branch Construction Technical Group 
held its annual Construction seminar on May 5, 2016. 
This year’s event featured a site visit of the Bayonne 
Bridge and a technical presentation about the Bridge 
Raising Project at the Chandelier Restaraunt in Bayonne, 
NJ. The CTG would like to thank the PANYNJ, speakers 
Ron Gumann and Dennis Stabile, and all who attended. 

CTG Tour and Presentation of 
Bayonne Bridge Project
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The North Jersey Younger Member Group (YMG) was created to supplement North Jersey Branch and New 
Jersey Section activities to further ASCE’s goals and objectives involving its younger members.  The YMG 
holds events throughout the year designed to achieve these objectives, and partners with the Branch, 
Section, and other local Younger Member Groups/Forums for additional events.
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YMG BOARD 2015-2016
President: Christopher M. Hanna, PE
(channa@tandmassociates.com) 

President-Elect: Carlos Lopez, PE
(Carlos.Lopez@parsons.com)

Vice President: Silvia Santos
(Silvia.Santos@de-simone.com)

Secretary: Laura Spadiccini
(lspadiccini@dewberry.com)

Treasurer: Daniel Borges 
(dborges92@gmail.com)

YMG Board Nominations Open:
 

Nominations are now open for ALL voting positions 
(except President) to serve on the 2016-2017 ASCE 
North Jersey Branch Younger Member Group Board. 
If you are interested, please contact ymg@ascenjb.org  
with which position(s) you wish to be considered for. 
The nomination period will close on  Monday, June 
13, 2016.  Nominations are open for President-Elect, 
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Younger Member Group (YMG) Roundup

UPCOMING YMG-SPONSORED 
EVENTS:

YMG is ending another strong year with a 
camping trip at Worthington State Forest 
in Columbia, NJ along the Delaware River.

Members and guests can sign up for the trip 
and find out more info here: 
https://ascenbymgcamping2016.eventbrite.
com

The YMG also is hosting a Happy Hour on 
June 2nd at the Zeppelin Hall Beirgarten 
in Jersey City. Come join fellow younger 
members in the outdoor area for a great 
night out.

We will be hosting a Tappan Zee Bridge 
viewing hike on July 16. More details to 
come.

2015-2016 YMG Event 
Highlights included 
Happy Hours at 
local social venues, 
sponsoring and 
coordinating PE Review 
Classes, and hosting a 
night at the NJ Devils 
Game. 

2015-2016 YMG Event Highlights
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23rd Annual ASCE Softball Tournament

For additional details, please contact:

Chris Baldwin, P.E. 
Dewberry
200 Broadacres Dr.
Suite 410
Bloomfield, NJ 07003
(973) 780-1997
(973) 338-5860(Fax)
cbaldwin@dewberry.com

*** Checks should be made payable to: 

ASCE North Jersey Branch

ASCE’s North Jersey Branch is pleased to announce the 23rd 

Annual Engineering Softball Tournament at Brookdale Park in 
Montclair, NJ.  The tournament is scheduled for Saturday, 
August 20, 2016 (rain date August 27, 2016).  Team space is 
limited, so please respond promptly (before July 1st) to reserve 
your spot.  After August 15th only submitting the entry fee 
guarantees a spot in the tournament.

Teams get to play 3 games, with the potential of advancing to a 
single-elimination playoff round.  The tournament champion will 
be awarded the trophy from last year’s defending champion.  
Entry fee for the tournament is $500.  

All proceeds go towards ASCE-sponsored scholarships!

23rd Annual Softball Tournament:  August 20th
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ASCE North Jersey Branch Sponsors
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YOUR LOGO HERE
Contact Mona Cavalcoli
(mcavalcoli@gmail.com)

for more details on becoming a
newsletter sponsor
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