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2017 - 2018 Branch Board

Register for our Next Event: March 1 
“New Meadowlands Rebuild by Design,” Presented by 

Coasts, Oceans, Ports & Rivers Institute (COPRI)
Crowne Plaza - Fairfield, NJ

Four middle school students 
from Harding Township School 
won first place in the 2018 Future 
City NJ Regional Competition on 
January 13th. Their design for a 
future city that can accommodate 
an aging population helped team 
“Raramai,”  whose team members 
included: Skyler Walters, Nicole 
Cornehl Lima, Maya Tahl, and Fara 
Odunlami, earn top honors at 
DiscoverE’s Future City event. “Raramai” will compete next month against 
the other regional winners in the Future City Competition National Finals in 
Washington, D.C.

This year, 116 teams took the challenge, with 80 participating in the 
regional competition. The students were tasked with researching, 
designing and writing a solution based on this year’s competition theme, 
“The Age-Friendly City.” They then used recycled materials to build a scale 
model of their city, which they presented to a panel of judges.

“E’Laurean,” from Keyport Central School took second place, and “New 
Speranza” from Miftaahul Uloom Academy in Union City finished third.

Also as part of the Future City NJ Regional Event, ASCE NJ had a table at the 
“Meet the Professionals Session” and many Branch members came out to 
help and volunteer at the event.

Harding Township School Takes Top Place at NJ 
Future City Competition

mailto:pereze1%40pbworld.com?subject=
mailto:lhazen%40hntb.com?subject=
mailto:dhiren.patel%40parsons.com?subject=
mailto:lbarragan%40gsesp.com?subject=
mailto:sarkerm%40pbworld.com?subject=


A Message from the President
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Professional Engineers!
License renewals are at the end of April 2018

Get PDHs at our 
NJB Technical Dinners!

See upcoming events at right and visit us on the web:
www.ascenjb.org

Fellow North Jersey Branch Members,

We are well into the new year and this year is expected to bring new 
opportunities to our members.  A few weeks ago, New Jersey swore in a 
new governor and as a professional organization representing over 2,000 
North Jersey members, we wish Governor Murphy and his administration 
success.  Our profession depends on political leaders who understand 
the critical infrastructure needs of our state and work with the civil 
engineering community to solve these pressing issues.

On January 11th, the NJB and the ASHE North-Central Jersey Branch 
held a very successful joint event on the “Goethals Bridge Replacement, 
A Transportation Infrastructure P3.”  Over 150 members attended 
the event to hear on the opportunities and challenges of building the 
first cable-stayed bridge by The Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey.  On February 1st, our Structure Engineering Institute (SEI) hosted 
a technical presentation on Fatigue Evaluation of Sign Structures. The 
presentation provided a detailed insight into the understanding of fatigue 
evaluation as it relates to structural supports.  

During the next several months, our Branch will continue to offer 
networking opportunities and several PDHs in time for renewal of the NJ 
Professional Engineering license.  Please visit our website, www.ascenjb.
org, for upcoming events bythe  Coasts, Oceans, Ports & Rivers Institute 
(COPRI), Geotechnical Technical Group, Water & Environmental Technical 
Group, and the Construction Technical Group.

In the next couple of months our Branch will be having elections for all 
positions on the Branch Board, except for President.  I encourage you 
to reach out to me or other Board members if you are interested in 
volunteering.  There are many opportunities available, including on our 
technical group committees, Younger Member Group board, and as a 
technical presenter.

Lastly, congratulations to Harding Township School for winning this 
year’s Future City NJ Regional Competition and to all the middle school 
students, teachers, mentors, and volunteers for putting in many extra 
hours to make this event a success.  I had the pleasure to be a judge of 
the city models and I could not be more impressed at the enthusiasm 
and hard work by the students.  Good luck to Harding Township School 
at the National Competition!

Sincerely,
Edgardo Perez, PE, PTOE
edgardo.perez@wsp.com

March 1, 2018
NJB Technical Dinner 
presented by Coasts, 
Oceans, Ports & Rivers 
Institute (COPRI)
“New Meadowlands Rebuild 
By Design”
Crowne Plaza - Fairfield, NJ

April 12, 2018
NJB Technical Dinner 
presented by the Water & 
Environmental Technical 
Group
“Chemical Oxidation 
Methods for In-Situ 
Remediation of 1,4 Dioxane”
Crowne Plaza - Fairfield, NJ

April 2018
Full Day Geotechnical 
Seminar (to be confirmed)

April 19, 2018
Half-Day Seminar 
presented by the Structural 
Engineering Institute
New Jersey Institute of 
Technology (NJIT)

Upcoming 
Events

http://www.ascenorthjerseybranch.org
mailto:edgardo.perez%40wsp.com?subject=
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Openings on Branch Board

ASCE North Jersey Branch is seeking volunteers interested in serving on 
the Board of Directors. 

If you’ve been involved and want to step up your participation; or if 
you want to become more involved in the North Jersey Branch, please 
contact us to discuss what opportunities are available.  Please contact 
Anne Sinagra (sinagra@turnpike.state.nj.us)

The ballot with the slate of officers will be sent to the membership in April, and the new Board will be sworn in 
at the Awards Dinner in September. 

DiscoverE Programs include “Engineers Week”, “Girl Day,” “Global 
Marathon,” “Future City,” and much more...

Each year, the North Jersey Branch Younger Member Group (YMG) leads the efforts to celebrate 
Engineers Week.  They continue the tradition this year, hosting a two-day event at Liberty Science 
Center to celebrate engineers and showcase the marvels of engineering. Over the course of the two day 
event, as many as 9,000 children and adults have the chance to try some engineering for themselves 
with hands-on activities and to learn about the different problems that engineers are solving every 
day through interactive exhibits.  Activities range from circuits to city planning, and exhibits include 
everything from circuits to bridges. 

None of this would be possible without the 200 volunteers from local universities, high schools, and 
engineering firms who show up to this event.

Supportive sponsors needed! Download the sponsorship 
packet here or email us for more questions at eweek@
ascenjb.org!

Mark Your Calendars for E-Week 2018! 
North Jersey Branch’s E-Week Activities 
at Liberty Science Center:
 

February 19th and February 24th

Leadership Opportunities
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Joint Meeting on Goethals Bridge Replacement Draws Large Audience 
On January 11, 2018, ASCE’s North Jersey Branch Transportation Technical 
Group joined with the ASHE North-Central New Jersey Section and had a 
large turnout for a presentation at Snuffy’s Restaurant in Scotch Plains on 
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) Goethals Bridge 
Replacement project.  The project was presented by James Blackmore, 
PANYNJ and Anthony Piechnik, PE, HNTB Corporation.  The presentation 
included an introduction and background of the project, a discussion on 
the alternative delivery method of the Public Private Partnerships (P3) 
that was utilized for this project and followed by a detailed description of 
the new cable stayed bridge.  The presentation also covered procurement 
strategies, risk delegation, review of the developer and contractor 
responsibilities, including project constraints, prescriptive vs performance 
requirements, quality control / quality assurance and owner verification, 
and third-party coordination.  Also touched upon was the subsequent 
maintenance of the facility for a thirty-five year period. The project is 
currently under construction and expected to be completed in late 2018.

Kosciusko Bridge Subject of Geotechnical Presentation
Paul Pizzimenti, PE (Harley & Aldrich) and Matt Riegel, PE (HNTB) presented 
to the Geotechnical Technical Group and nearly 70 attendees on Thursday 
November 30, 2017. The presentation discussed geotechnical aspects of 
Phase 1 of the Kosciuszko Bridge project.
 
The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) has 
undertaken the Phase 1 construction of the I-278 Kosciuszko Bridge 
replacement over Newtown Creek between Brooklyn and Queens, NY 
through a design-build contract by a team consisting of the joint venture 
between Skanska, Kiewit, and Ecco III Contractors (SKE) with HNTB as the 

lead Designers and Haley & Aldrich as a specialty geotechnical subconsultant. As part of the project design 
requirements and phasing, new connector roadways leading into the new approach structures were to 
be constructed underneath existing active connector roadways.  SKE sought to use traditional staged 
earth-filled embankments utilizing prefabricated modular retaining walls (T-Walls®) in lieu of lightweight 
alternatives for cost, schedule, and logistic reasons.  The existing connector consisted of a shallowly-
founded, rigid concrete framed column supported elevated roadway.
 
The proposed portion of the alignment is being constructed beneath heavily travelled Brooklyn Queens 
Expressway (BQE) viaduct while the existing viaduct remains in service.  The burden of proof fell upon the 
designers to determine the impacts and a means for managing the risks of excessive ground settlement. 
This presentation focused on the unique design challenges associated with construction in low overhead 
conditions and how potential impacts to the BQE were mitigated during construction allowing the SKE 
team to install the embankment in a limited access area underneath an active viaduct supported on 
settlement sensitive shallow foundations. A discussion of the subsurface investigation and settlement 
assessment of the soils supporting the existing BQE are a critical aspect of this design, as their behavior 
drives the deformation of the viaduct. Additionally, the construction monitoring program used to enable 
the designer to assess settlement predictions as they relate to the true behavior of the soils and structure 
was presented.
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Younger Member Group (YMG) Roundup

UPCOMING YMG EVENTS:

Thursday Feb. 15 
February Happy Hour/PE Exam Info Session
6:30 p.m. at Revolution in Morristown, NJ
9 South St, Morristown, NJ 07960

Come out and join us for our February Happy 
Hour, first drink is on us! In addition, we will be 
hosting an information session to answer your 
questions regarding the PE exam: application 
process, studying, what to expect, and more.

YMG 5K Teams - Lincoln Tunnel and GWB 
Challenges

Join fellow Younger Members and run/walk a 
5K at some of our closest engineering marvels. 
On April 15th, we will have an ASCE NJB YMG 
team at the Lincoln Tunnel Challenge. This 
unique course takes you through one of the 
Lincoln Tunnels from New Jersey to New York 
and back again. 

To register for our team for the Lincoln 
Tunnel Challenge, CLICK HERE

On June 3rd, we have another team set up for 
the George Washington Bridge Challenge. This 
course takes you on the George Washington 
Bridge and through the Palisades State Park 
ending right along the Hudson River. 

To register for our team at the GWB event, 
CLICK HERE

Recent Events: Ski Trip

YMG Board
President:
Silvia Santos (silvia.santos@de-simone.com)

President-Elect:
Daniel Borges (daniel.borges@de-simone.com)

Vice-President:
Milton Padron (milton.padron@aecom.com)

Treasurer:
Jay Rana (jrana@hntb.com)

Secretary:
Elizabeth Rophael (liz.rophael@gmail.com)

YMG Hosting PE Review Course 
Beginning February 10th

The North Jersey YMG is providing the 22-part 
ASCE PE Review Course at a discounted rate.  
The course will consist of a replay of the “live” 
webinar review course and will be moderated 
by representatives from the ASCE North Jersey 
Branch YMG Board.  The course will consist of 
12 breadth sessions covered over 6 Saturdays 
and 2 depth sessions, for the discipline of your 
choice, covered in 1 Saturday.

Click for Course Schedule

All sessions will be held at NJIT, Newark, 
NJ. Building and room information will be 
distributed to those who register.

On January 27th, ASCE North Jersey YMG held 
their annual ski trip at Camelback Mountain in 
Tannersville, PA.  We had a great attendance 
with people from a combination of North Jersey, 
Metropolitan, and Central Jersey YMGs. It felt 
like a spring ski day with warmer weather, which 
everyone enjoyed. Everyone from different areas 
had the opportunity to network and socialize 
prior to hitting the slopes.  Like our attendees, we 
cannot wait to organize this event again next year!

https://www.classy.org/team/152543
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/CommunityFundraisingPages/CFPCY18NER?fr_id=89267&pg=team&team_id=2297185
https://ascenorthjerseybranch.squarespace.com/s/2018-PE-REVIEW-COURSE_final.pdf
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Scholarship Opportunities

ASCE North Jersey Branch believes in investing in the future of the civil engineering profession. This means 
elevating the next generation of young engineers, and to do this, ASCE NJB awards scholarships annually to 
undergraduate and high school students. This year we are also introducing a Graduate Scholarship. 

The deadline for all scholarship applications is March 23, 2018

GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

The North Jersey Branch will award a scholarship  
to a qualified graduate student who demonstrates 
academic and extracurricular achievement. The 
scholarship is for a student who is a member of the 
North Jersey Branch of ASCE and is enrolled in a 
graduate level civil engineering-related program. The 
student must continue in their engineering-related 
graduate studies for at least one year after being 
awarded the scholarship. Previous recipients of this 
scholarship are not eligible.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS

The North Jersey Branch has three affiliated 
colleges/universities in the North Jersey area that 
have ASCE student chapters or clubs:

        New Jersey Institute of Technology
        Stevens Institute of Technology
        Fairleigh Dickinson University

The North Jersey Branch awards scholarships every 
spring to qualified students who demonstrate 
academic and extracurricular achievement. 
Scholarships are awarded to Juniors who attend 
one of the three affiliated institutions listed 
above. The student must be in a civil engineering 
curriculum, and should be in the next to last year 
of their degree program.

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS

The North Jersey Branch has established a high 
school scholarship program for students who intend 
to pursue a college degree in Civil Engineering or an 
Associate's degree in Civil Engineering Technology. 
Among other criteria, the qualifying senior must 
have applied to schools that offer either an ABET-
accredited Civil Engineering or Civil Engineering 
Technology program.

Eligibility for the High School scholarship:
Any high school senior who resides in the North 
Jersey Branch jurisdiction (i.e. Sussex, Warren, Morris, 
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Union or Hudson counties) 
who Intends to graduate from high school in May/June 
and plans to pursue a Civil Engineering curriculum at 
an accredited college/university in the Fall.

Scholarship Information is 
available on our website at:  
www.ascenjb.org

https://www.ascenjb.org/applications/
https://www.ascenjb.org/applications/
https://www.ascenjb.org/applications/
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YOUR LOGO HERE 
Contact Mona Cavalcoli
(mcavalcoli@gmail.com)

for more details on becoming 
a newsletter sponsor for the 

upcoming year: 
September 2017 - September 2018

EXPAND YOUR REACH

NJB Newsletters go out to over 
2,000 members!

mailto:mcavalcoli%40gmail.com?subject=NJB%20Newsletter%20Sponsor

